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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The course covers essential relations among the process of economic 
development (in low-income countries), globalization and migration flows, 
taking both a theoretical and narrative approach. The course is divided in 
three units. The first unit is focused on the analysis of the interactions 
among capital (physical and human) accumulation, demographic factors 
and technology, and (economic and political) institutions in the 
determination of growth and development. In the second unit, drivers and 
consequences of the globalization (real and financial) process are 
analysed. The third unit is dedicated to the study of migration flows, 
analysing their determinants and implications both for origination and 
destination countries.  
 
Class participation is not graded, but is actively encouraged. There is not a 
“truly” class textbook. However, students will be heavily supplied with 
articles made available on the website for the course. It is most important 
that students keep up to date with the readings for the course. 
 
 
 



COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

I.   Growth and development 
The Development Gap 
The Human Development INdex 
Growth and Development: the relations 
Growth: Solow model. Proximate Factors 
  Factor Accumulation 
  Technological innovation 
Growth: Deep Factors 
  Geography 
  Institutions 
  Interdependence 
 

II.   Globalization 
Interdependence (real and financial): definition 
Interdependence and globalization: the relations 
Globalization: drivers 
Globalization: effects 
Globalization: winners and losers 
Some useful models to explain globalization 
 

 
III.     Migration 

Migration: definition 
Globalization and Migration: the relations 
Migration: drivers 
  Economic Migrants 
  Political and Environmental Refugees 
Migration: effects 
  Origination countries: brain drain 
  Native and migrant wages in destination countries 
Migration: winners and losers 
Some useful models to explain migration  
 
 

IV.    Wither Globalization?  
The legacy of COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine: globalization 
backlash 
From the Rodrik Trilemma to Slowbalization 
Development, Globalization and Migration: what are the 
links? 
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